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OPPOSE
PROPOSED
BILL H.4813
A bill to remove religious exemption for K-12th
grade students
The Massachusetts joint Committee on Public Health favorably reported on a bill that would remove
the religious exemption to student vaccination requirements. This moves the bill a step closer to a vote
by the full legislature and enactment. The bill, H.4813, is now before the Committee on Health Care
Financing.1

What does this mean for me?
If H.4813 becomes law, you will not be able to claim a religious exemption to any vaccine that the Massachusetts Department of Public Health (DPH) requires for school attendance.

What happened to bills H.2411 (Rep. Andy Vargas), H.2271
(Rep. Paul Donato) & S.1517 (Sen. Becca Rausch)?
Bill H.4813 is a re-draft of both H.2411 and H.2271. S.1517 remains with the
Joint Committee on Public Health.

I send my children to a private
school, will this affect me?
Yes. If this bill is enacted, religious exemptions will not
be available at any school in the Commonwealth,
whether public or private, including parochial, temple
or other church schools.

Is this bill necessary?
No. Massachusetts has the highest vaccination rates
in the country.2 Of kindergarteners in Massachusetts
during the 2021-2022 school year, only 0.9% of
students claimed religious exemptions, down from
1.1% the previous year.3
The religious exemption has been part of the statute
for decades, showing that Massachusetts has
succeeded in achieving exceptionally high vaccination
rates without resorting to punitive, anti-religion measures that discriminate against a tiny minority of
religious families.

Will medical exemptions still be
available?
Although the bill does not eliminate medical exemptions, which are rarely given, it would require schools
to report to DPH the number of students in each
grade from kindergarten to twelfth who are fully
immunized and those who have medical exemptions.
DPH would publish this data for each school and
school district. Even though the bill states that this
information will not be made public if it would result in
the disclosure of identifying personal information or
violate applicable privacy laws, there exists a real risk
that publishing this information will lead to the identification of medically fragile, unvaccinated students in
smaller schools and close-knit communities. This kind
of disclosure would likely lead to bullying and other
harmful outcomes for these children.

What
can I do?

Visit our website to learn more about the
bill and take action NOW via our Advocacy Center
www.HealthChoice4ActionMA.org

Contact@HealthChoice4ActionMA.org

My children are up to date on all
vaccinations, and I’ve never
needed the religious exemption,
why should I care about this
bill?
Currently, DPH can, at any time, add new vaccines to
the schedule of required vaccines for K – 12th grade
students, including vaccines for COVID-19, flu, or
monkeypox. If the religious exemption is eliminated
and DPH adds the COVID-19 or any other vaccine to
the schedule that conflicts with your sincere religious
beliefs, your child would be prohibited from attending
any school in the Commonwealth unless he or she
receives that vaccine. Note that new vaccines added
to the schedule may be annual, require boosters, or both.

I homeschool my children, why
should I care about this bill?
In several states, vaccination requirements apply to
homeschoolers.4 With the number of homeschoolers
on the rise, the Massachusetts legislature may seek
to impose vaccination requirements on these
students as well.5
Your child could be prohibited from receiving IEP
services or participating in extracurricular activities
(e.g., sports, music, theater, etc.) offered at schools,
unless he or she has received all required vaccinations.
Eliminating the religious exemption for K-12th grade
students sets the precedent for eliminating the
religious exemption to vaccine requirements for
undergraduate and graduate students. If you ever
wished to stop homeschooling or your child wanted
to pursue an undergraduate or postgraduate degree
in Massachusetts, your child would have to satisfy all
applicable vaccination requirements, unless a medical exemption were available to him or her.

What is the timeline?
By July 31st, the bill will need to move through Health
Care Financing, Ways and Means and then onto a
floor vote. The bill would then move go to Governor
Baker to sign into law, veto or make changes. A veto
can be overridden by the legislature. There is both
the potential for this bill to move through quickly or it
can die in a committee. This bill is sure to be re-introduced during the next legislative session.
[1] https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/H4813
[2] https://www.cdc.gov/phlp/docs/school-vaccinations.pdf
[3] https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2021/03/homeschooling-on-the-rise-during-covid-19-pandemic.html
[4] https://www.masslive.com/news/2021/09/massachusetts-has-highest-rate-of-all-vaccinations-in-the-united-states-wallethub-says.html
[5] https://www.mass.gov/info-details/school-immunizations#school-immunization-data-;
https://www.mass.gov/lists/past-years-school-immunization-data

